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Intersectionality and Church Planting
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The church as “sign,” 
“foretaste,” and 
“instrument” 
of God’s Kingdom



1. Discerning God’s initiatives. “If God is living and active… then church life, including 
church planting, should attend to discerning God’s initiatives in their lives and context.”  

2. Seeing neighbor as subject. Since our “first priority… [is] to discern what God is 
doing” this “helps us remember that God creates our neighbors and us as subjects or actors, 
rather than as objects.”  

3. Boundary crossing. From the church’s earliest days, believers have been called to be 
among and minister to those who are different from them and “to be carried by that love” 
so that “we will be changed by those who are different.”  

4. Group leadership and discernment. Though US culture “emphasize[s] individualism 
and that delegate to leaders the work of providing directions,” missional churches form a 
“leadership pool where “personal inspiration, ideas and observations” is central. 

(Starting Missional Churches, Branson/Warnes)
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“categories of 
difference”



Patricia Hill Collins, 
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Maryland

four “dimensions” of 
black feminist 
epistemology



1. Lived experience as a criterion of meaning: Black institutions are known for “valuing lived 
experience” over so-called “objective” knowledge. Hence the personal stories of black women are 
essential when developing any criteria or concrete, real-life basis for the consideration of any course of 
action. 

2. The use of dialogue in assessing knowledge claims: Since “knowledge claims” among Black women 
“are usually developed through dialogues with other members of a community… connectedness rather 
than separation is an essential component” for both the creation and “validation” for knowledge in 
communities stewarded by Black women.

3. Ethics of caring: Black feminist thought also highlights the importance of “personal expressiveness, 
emotions, and empathy” in the process of “knowledge validation.” One sees evidence of this ethic of 
caring, then, when three things are apparent – an emphasis on “individual uniqueness,” a willingness to 
consider the emotions and emotional investment of involved parties when making decisions and, 
thirdly, that these steps are used for the sake of “developing the capacity for empathy” of those in the 
group.

4. The ethic of personal accountability: But though individuals are welcomed to share their passion and 
commitments, all involved “are still expected to be accountable for their knowledge claims,” constantly 
referring back to those central commitments to leaven their “personal” concerns and beliefs. 

(Black Feminist Thought, Collins)



THE “CHURCH 
OF CARING”



Discerning God’s initiatives (leaders)
lived experience as a criterion of meaning - dialogue in assessing knowledge claims

ethics of caring - ethic personal accountability

Seeing neighbor as subject
lived experience as a criterion of meaning - ethics of caring

Boundary crossing.
ethics of caring - personal accountability

Group leadership and discernment
lived experience as a criterion of meaning - dialogue in assessing knowledge claims

ethics of caring – ethic of personal accountability



BASIS FOR A RADICALLY 
INCLUSIVE AND 

PASTORALLY ATTENTIVE 
CHURCH CULTURE



HISTORICALLY, 
THE CHURCH 
HAS BEEN A 

VEHICLE FOR 
THIS KIND OF 

CHANGE



This is how I was hurt. Will you hurt me that way too?

How were you hurt? Please tell me so I won’t do it too.



QUESTIONS…?



PATREON.COM/POLYGLOTEVANGEL

FACEBOOK.COM/POLYGLOT.EVANGEL

TWITTER: @POLYGLOTEVANGEL

VENMO: @POLYGLOTEVANGEL



READING…


